
The Fourth Sunday
after Pentecost

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Sunday 16 June 2024

8:30 a.m. 

The Word of God

Opening Acclamation The Book of Common Prayer, p. 355

Celebrant   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

The Collect for Purity    p. 355
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Kyrie           p. 356
  Lord, have mercy. 
  Christ, have mercy.
  Lord, have mercy.

The Collect of the Day       p. 230

Celebrant   The Lord be with you.   
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray.

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your grace we may 
proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lesson: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10,14-17 The Holy Bible; NRSV, p. 1055
Commentary: Paul wrote that believers are either in their mortal bodies and absent from the Lord or they 

are with the Lord and absent from their mortal bodies. Believers now walk by faith but there is no need to despair, 
since God has revealed what is in store for them. As they look forward to their destination, heaven, they can follow 
Paul's example of living to please God now. Paul realized that God's love for him merited his complete devotion to 
God in return. Through faith in Jesus Christ, Christians become not just better people, they become new creations, 
indwelt by the life-giving Holy Spirit.

We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from 
the Lord-- for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from 
the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 
For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has 
been done in the body, whether good or evil. For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that 
one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a 
human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer 
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in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 
has become new!
  The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel: Mark 4:26-34  NRSV, p. 916

                              The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and 
rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, 
first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with 
his sickle, because the harvest has come.” He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or 
what parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest 
of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 
large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” With many such parables he spoke 
the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained 
everything in private to his disciples.
   The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Reverend C. Phillip Craig, Jr.

The Nicene Creed  p. 358
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People - Form IV        p. 388
The response to each petition:

...Lord, in your mercy;  Hear our prayer.

Confession of Sin and Absolution        p. 360

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Celebrant and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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The Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer B  p. 367

Celebrant        The Lord be with you.
People         And also with you.
         Lift up your hearts.
         We lift them to the Lord.
         Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
         It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth. 
Here, a proper preface is said, then the Celebrant continues...
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
  Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel.

The Celebrant continues, saying in the midst of the prayer:
Therefore, according to his command, O Father:

Celebrant and People 
  We remember his death.
    We proclaim his resurrection.   
  We await his coming in glory.
 

The Celebrant continues, concluding with:
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer          p. 364

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace    p. 360
Celebrant        The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People          And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements



The Breaking of the Bread          p. 364
Celebrant        Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People         Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 
him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Communion of the People Gluten-free wafers are available at the altar upon request.
The Postcommunion Prayer  p. 366

Celebrant  Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

v  v  v

Celebrant: The Reverend Gray Hodsdon                                                         Preacher: The Reverend C. Phillip Craig, Jr.
Music: Zach Bugg                                                                                     St. Mary’s, Burgaw: The Reverend Dan MacGill

The Blessing
The Dismissal     p. 366
   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19
JUNETEENTH - OFFICE CLOSED
• NO EVENTS PLANNED

THURSDAY, JUNE 20
• NO EVENTS PLANNED

FRIDAY, JUNE 21
• NO EVENTS PLANNED

SATURDAY, JUNE 22
• HABITAT FOR HUMANITY      
  LANDSCAPING THE UNITY BUILD
  7:45 AM - 12:00 PM | Spaces are limited.

MON.- FRI., JUNE 17-21
• MORNING PRAYER
 8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom

MONDAY, JUNE 17
• LIVING WELL IN MIDST OF GRIEF
  5:00 PM | Graham Parlor or Zoom

TUESDAY, JUNE 18
• MEN ON A MISSION: SERVING AT 
GOOD SHEPHERD CENTER
  4:30-7:00 PM | Good Shepherd Center

SUNDAY, JUNE 23
• HOLY EUCHARIST - RITE I
 8:00 AM | St. James Parish

• HOLY EUCHARIST - RITE II
  8:30 AM | Mt. Lebanon Chapel

• HOLY EUCHARIST - RITE II
  9:30 AM | Mt. Lebanon Chapel

• PARISH MEET & GREET
  10:15 AM| Mt. Lebanon Chapel

• HOLY EUCHARIST  - RITE II
  10:15 AM| St. James Parish  & Livestream

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES

And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.


